and, at times, a very dangerous solution.  The immediate
problem here, however, was caused by the fact that the auxil-
iary fan which was exhausting air at a velocity of 5,000
feet per minute in an ambient air atmosphere of 170 feet per
minute was "robbing" or short circuiting intake air from the
"B" and "C" entries.  This created a negative air pressure
or vacuum along the return stoppings line of the "D" or
return entry.  As Eslinger explained:

"... there was a higher pressure in the return entry,
which is the "D" entry than the "C" entry and what was
causing the higher pressure in the "D" entry than the
11 C" entry was due to the velocity pressure or the veloc-
ity of the air exiting from the fan.  Okay.

That pressure created a higher pressure in the "D"
entry than the "C" entry; therefore air flows from a
high pressure to a low pressure, it was flowing from
the "D" entry to the "C" entry.  Once back in the "C"
entry, the fan was wanting air and, therefore, it was
drawing it from the "B" entry.  Well, air that's in the
"C11 entry fills into the "B" entry and, therefore, part
of the [recirculated] air was going back through the
tubing."  Tr. 157.

Wehr pitched in trying to help Bolen.  The fan was
repositioned and the tail tubing changed twice.   All
curtains were tightened and curtains were hung in the
crosscuts where the return air was leaking through the man
doors.  But nothing seemed to work.  Bolen believed he asked
Cerena if he could suggest a solution.  Cerena said he was
not asked but that in any event he would not have known of a
solution.  Eslinger, the most expert of all present, said he
was never asked for a suggestion and did not believe he
should volunteer.  Operators, of course, are rightly jealous
of their perogative of managing their mines.  An inspector
who volunteers a plan of abatement can find himself compro-
mised if the plan does not work.  Since the section was
reasonably clean, dry and rock dusted and the methane
readings remained within a safe tolerance there was no
reason, the inspectors believed, not to permit the abatement
effort to proceed as the operator saw fit.

For reasons not disclosed by the record, the section
foreman did not seek assistance from his shift foreman.  He
said he was not authorized to contact anyone else.  Finally,
when the abatement time expired, the section foreman advised
Eslinger and Cerena he had exhausted his knowledge and
resources and had given up trying to abate the condition.
At this point, the inspectors decided the only thing they
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